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sen.^nce so sweeping and so unjust. The nobility of a
nation Is dependent, not so much on ends which consist
In " immediate material possession" of European means
and methods of transport, as " on its capability of being
stirred by memories," on Its faculty to animate an alien
creed with the breath of Its own spirit, or on the courage
of Its conscience to remain Incorruptible in the day of
persecution and death. These tests, though they be of
the spirit and as such unworthy of the consideration of a
trading nation and a commercial age, would, if applied
to Persia, raise that distressful country to the rank of
the first eminence. The power of steam, though It rules
the waves and devours distance, has Its limits as a civilis-
ing Influence, among mankind. It cannot fill the hungry
heart, though it may be the means of overloading the
belly; much less, if less may be, can it inspire in the
soul by Its achievements the passion whereof the religious
drama of Persia is the embodiment. The incorruptibility
of the Persians outlook on spiritual truth has been vindi-
cated In the blood of countless martyrs, and out of
his susceptibility to be inspired by the heroism of the
mighty dead, or, to put the proposition more particu-
larly, out of his unfeigned devotion to the memory
of the family of the Tent, has sprung the Shiah Passion-
drama, as from the depth of a whole Empire's sorrow.
Were it not so, the growth of the Miracle-play, that
passionate outcry of the Aryan spirit In the Persian
Muslim, would be a miracle Indeed.

The truth Is, the Shiah religious drama makes a most
touching appeal to the best qualities of the heart and the
mind. In its pathos, the episode of the Tent recalls the
tragedy of Calvary, and the virtues of the members of
the House of Hashem might have been modelled on those
of the twelve Apostles of Christ. The sublime figure of